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Team Max were guests at the Clayton Children’s 
festival on Saturday. It was organised by the TVK 
Rover Crew and they did an outstanding job. There 
were hundreds of children in attendance with lots of 
exciting activities to keep them busy. Congratulations 
to the Rovers - this was the 9th year that they have held 
this event for the community, and encouraging all to  

‘Bring a Friend”.       
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·  Cub Leader Wanted for 1st Bentleigh Cubs 
·  Currently meet on a Wednesday night 
·  At Patterson Road, Bentleigh at 7pm 
·  We are looking for an energetic leader to guide 

this group - full support will be provided from a 
very enthusiastic committee and team. 

·  Please ring Brigitte on 0411 562008 or 
breiche@bigpond.net.au  
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This is the 4th month of the trial – any comment?. 
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Distributed with the February Scout Magazine, and on 
www.vicscouts.asn.au the web version was updated on 
01/04/09, 01/07/09 and now on 01/10/09. These quarterly 
updates should reduce long term errors being perpetuated 
and the volume of changes at year end.  
 

A draft calendar of events is now on the web. 
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We need a great photo for  the cover of INFO 2010. 

 
Send photos to 

interchange@vicscouts.asn.au 
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Welcome to our recently appointed Branch 
Commissioner (Health). 
·  We are pleased to advise that Barb Brook, 

formerly the District Commissioner (Banyule), has 
agreed to take on the role of Branch Commissioner 
(Health) as a valuable addition to our Branch team 

·  the field of Youth and Adult Health is an 
increasingly important part of what Scouting 
should be offering our members and their families, 
in fact, All Victorians 

·  Barb is a Secondary Science Teacher with a keen 
interest in this field, meeting soon with the Region 
and Branch Commissioners to further develop the 
Health portfolio 

·  We encourage you to welcome and assist Barb in 
her new Scouting endeavour 
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Aim:  to provide communication & resource material for Venturers & Rovers.  
Content: the Editor reserves the right not to publish material that is contrary to or conflicts with, recognised Scouting practice. 
Contributions:  articles, photographs, reports, cartoons etc are most welcome, preferably submitted via email, but postal is acceptable. 
Postal: INTERCHANGE, P.O. Box 774, MOUNT WAVERLEY, VICTO RIA, 3149. 
Email:  interchange@vicscouts.asn.au 
Due date: the due date for contributions is the last day of the month preceding the monthly issue (ie 30th June for July issue); 
 this permits inclusion of info from the BRC (4th Wednesday), VVC (1st Tuesday) and BCs' meetings (1st Wednesday); 
 for mailing on the next Monday - which will be the 13th of the month, at the latest. 
Distribution:  it is published up to 11 times a year by the Scout Association, Victorian Branch.  
 printed copies are mailed to each Crew and Unit in February, April, July and October; other monthly issues are on the web..  
Web Page: you can view 3 pdf versions of each issue: two versions with all photos and graphics – either full or low resolution, and one 
 without photos and graphics on the web site at: vicventurers.com – go to the Newsletter page for back copies from 2001 
Advertising: all general Scouting activities are promoted free of charge, but a fee may be charged for major fundraising events. 
Printer: KWIK KOPY, 426 Burke Road, Camberwell, 3146.  (W) 9889 0666  (F) 9889 4783. 
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58 young Victorians with 58 individual stories of 
achievement received their reward for years of effort. 
 
The annual presentation at Government House 
recognised 52 Venturer Scouts, Scouts aged 15-18, who 
have achieved the highest youth award in Scouting. 
 
Also receiving hard-earned recognition were six Rovers, 
young adults aged their early 20s, who have completed 
the B-P award, named after the founder of Scouting, Lord 
Robert Baden-Powell. 
 
The Chief Commissioner Bob Taylor, says completing 
the Queen’s Scout award is like doing a second VCE. 
 
“The difference between Scouting and school, apart from 
being a lot more fun, is that the individuals choose their 
own curriculum,” says Bob Taylor, a former secondary 
teacher. 
 
“Venturers choose their own challenges – in areas 
ranging from hiking and service, to physical pursuits and 
the arts – and have these goals approved by their peers 
before spending months and even years working toward 
them. 
 
“While an estimated 600 Venturers begin the Queen’s 
Scout journey each year, less than 10 per cent have the 
self-discipline and commitment to complete this badge, 
typically over two to three years. 
 
“Those who achieve the Queen’s Scout award are 
extraordinary teenagers, which is one reason the Queen’s 
Scout is recognised by prospective employers on their 
CVs.” 

 
 

Guides, Venturers and Rovers assembling in the State hall 
 

William Nunn (QS) 
Joins his father, sister and brother to become the 4th QS in the family 

 
 

Daniel Spivak (QS) with his proud family 
 
 

Catherine Paterson (QS) with her proud grandparents 
Jean Paterson (OAM) and Jack Paterson (OAM) 

 
 

5 proud Hoadley Region QS 
 
 

Colin-John Perrins (QS) with proud mother Su 
 
 

Sherryne Cadd (QS) with the Governor, also the Chief Scout of 
Victoria, Prof David de Kretser 

 
 

BP and a QS 
 
 

Andre Selton (QS) with from left, his father Geoff (QS & BP), his 
Grandfather Peter, and Michael Baden – Powell. 

 
Peter Selton (André’s Grandfather) has a fascinating life story: 
1931 – Joined Scouts in Vienna, Austria. 
1933 – Attended the World Jamboree in Hungary saw Baden Powell 
there and again when he visited Austria. 
1936 – Went to Gilwell Park in England 
1937 – Attended Gilwell Park again, he met Narse Lesser from 
Melbourne who was to help change Peters life (Narse went onto 
become Area Commissioner for Bayside). Narse Lesser visited Peter 
in Vienna on his way back from the world Jamboree in Holland. 
1938 – Peter becomes a Cub Leader. Peter leaves Austria and arrives 
in Melbourne by ship. Narse Lesser picks Peter up and he stays with 
the Lesser family till he gets settled. 
1939 – Peter’s Mother and sister arrive. Narse Lesser sponsors them 
all to be able to stay in Australia. 
2009 – After leaving Austria 71 years ago Peter still receives the 
Scout magazine of Austria. 

Read more of the Selton Saga in Scout Magazine soon. 
 

 
5 proud Eastern Region QS 

 
 

Branch Venturer council with the Chief Commissioner 
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QUEEN’S SCOUTS  
Sherryne CADD UPPER BEACONSFIELD 1ST EASTERN 
Bradley HEHIR GLEN WAVERLEY 2ND EASTERN 

Aaron MARRIOTT CHURCHILL 1ST EASTERN 
Caitlyn THORNE PAKENHAM SCOUT GROUP EASTERN 
Trevor WYHOON TARWIN JUNCTION EASTERN 

Jennifer Amy 1st Sunbury HOADLEY 
Andrew BUCHANAN WOODEND 1ST HOADLEY 

Stacey CAREY KEILOR VILLAGE 1ST HOADLEY 
Krystal COHEN WOODEND 1ST HOADLEY 

Timothy DRUCE FOOTSCRAY 2ND HOADLEY 
Jackson HELMERS MILLEARA 1ST HOADLEY 

Tania HUYNH TRAN HUNG DAO HOADLEY 
Michelle LAM TRAN HUNG DAO HOADLEY 

Sherry LAM TRAN HUNG DAO HOADLEY 
Catherine PATERSON ESSENDON 17TH HOADLEY 

Phillip ROGERS GISBORNE 1ST HOADLEY 
Christina SHERIDAN KYNETON 1ST HOADLEY 

Jack SIMPSON WOODEND 1ST HOADLEY 
William NUNN RED CLIFFS NORTH WEST 

Karen BURROWES GOULBURN VALLEY NORTHERN 
Robert JAMISON KYABRAM 1ST NORTHERN 
Sharee BAHN NTH FRANKSTON ENDEAVOUR SOUTH METRO 

Brenton CHAPMAN GLEN WAVERLEY 2ND SOUTH METRO 
John COOPER BRIGHTON 1ST/14TH SOUTH METRO 

Sanjay DUTTA BENTLEIGH 1ST SOUTH METRO 
Kristie FIELD SPRINGVALE 2ND SOUTH METRO 
David HAINES CAULFIELD 12TH SOUTH METRO 
Alex MAGRI-OLSON NARRE WARREN SCT GRP SOUTH METRO 

Aaron MCDONALD RED HILL 1ST SOUTH METRO 
Ho NGUYEN YET KIEU SEA SCOUTS SOUTH METRO 

Andre SELTON GLEN WAVERLEY 2ND SOUTH METRO 
Daniel SPIVAK BRIGHTON 15TH SOUTH METRO 
Hugh STACY BRIGHTON 1ST/14TH SOUTH METRO 

Nam-phuong TRAN YET KIEU SEA SCOUTS SOUTH METRO 
William TUNBRIDGE SPRINGVALE 2ND SOUTH METRO 

Robert WHITEHILL NTH FRANKSTON ENDEAVOUR SOUTH METRO 
Melinda HABERFIELD ALLANSFORD WEST COAST 
Samuel O'BRIEN BALLARAT 3RD WESTERN 

Catherine BATES HARTWELL 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
David BENTLEY FERNTREE GULLY 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Kara BRUSSEN BALWYN 1ST YARRA VALLEY 

Gregory DENNIS GREENSBOROUGH 1/2ND YARRA VALLEY 
Kassandra DRUMMOND BELGRAVE SOUTH 1ST YARRA VALLEY 

Robert GRAHAM NORTH BALWYN 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Anika KENNEDY MAROONDAH 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Amy LAMPUGNANI EAGLEMONT 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Lisa MANDELTORT BELGRAVE SOUTH 1ST YARRA VALLEY 

Daniel MITS CROYDON HILLS 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Melissa NICHOLLS CROYDON HILLS 1ST YARRA VALLEY 

Colin-John PERRINS NORTH BALWYN 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
Shaun SMITH ROWVILLE 1ST YARRA VALLEY 

Jocelyn WRIGHT ELTHAM 1ST YARRA VALLEY 
BADEN – POWELL ROVERS  

Bianca VINCENT AMAROO R.C. HOADLEY 
Christopher ANDERSON ETTAMOGAH R.C. SOUTH METRO 

Rebecca BREUER E.J.CHITTICK R.R. YARRA VALLEY 
Jessica DALMAU E.J.CHITTICK R.R. YARRA VALLEY 
Kristen KNIGHT LASSETER R.C. YARRA VALLEY 

Sally WATERMAN VERMONT 1ST YARRA VALLEY 



5    INTERCHANGE    OCTOBER 2009 

� ��������	�
 � 
��
����� 




�� ���	�� ��� ������ 
����
���� ��� ��������
�����
�	���� ��� ��
�� ����
�����
�� 
����
���������� �����������
������!��
�
"���� �	�����	�#�
·  ���� 
�����  ����� �
� �	
�� $�	�����

�
�  ��
���� %���� &''(�� 	� ��������

������������ 	���������	
��)����	���
*���� 	�� ������������ 	�� ����� 	�� ������
���������� 3��3�������/>��
? �	���

·  ���� ��
���� +� ������  ������
�
�  ��
���� ������� +� ����!� &''(��
����� ��� ��� ���� ���� ����� �� ���	���� ���
����,����
����� ����!�

��

��--
1���
+������ 

���/
��
-��6

���
������@�� �
��
�@�
4��


���

�@�
< �� 
��
�3��1

���@>

�

�@��
4�--
���
�@�� �A

·  �����	 ����
�� 	�����	���������
���

���������������	�����
�����-����
·  .������� ���������������	���


�@1
�@�
����-B

·  �������
������������

����-�
·  �������
�����������
����-�
·  �������
������������� ���	��� �	
�-�
·  ��� ����
�� �����
�
	��� ���	��� ��� ����

�������������+��	��������
�������
���-�
·  ��� ��
���	��� 	��� ��� 
���+� �	���� ��	��

����� ����� 	��� ����������� ���� ��
�� +�
������
���������������� ����!�

�

�@��
4�--
�@�� �A

·  ������� ��� ����� ������
���� ��� /0�

�	���� 
��� ����	��� 	��� �	�������� ���

	�� ���� ��������  ���� ��
�� 	�����
	���������
��-�	����

·  ��� ����� ��� 	���� ��� �������� ���  ����
��� ����!��

�
�@���
���
��4
<
�-��������
3��/���/A

·  ���� ��--
 ���
 3��/��� � ������

������������������������	�����	���
��
��� ���	���� /1� ��� ,'�  ���� ��� ���  	��
�	.���� �����������	�-�

·  	� ��4 � ���
 3��/��� � ����� ������������
����� ��� ��������� 
�  ��
���� �����
����%����&''(�����������
��������	���
���� ������� 	��� ��	���
�� ��� ����
������������� 	����&����1� ��-�	���

·  	� /
�--��
 ,/��/
 ���/2
 ��� � ����
�������� ��
������� ��� ��������� ��
���	�����������	��	��	�
� ��!�

     



6    INTERCHANGE    OCTOBER 2009 
�

. ��������
 . ���*���
 � �*���� 

 

� ��
7�*
��
���
��"�
���: B

·  Venturer Web & Resources - www.vicventurers.com 

·  Vic Venturer E News - venturer.news@vicscouts.asn.au 
·  National E News? - www.scouts.com.au/register.asp 
·  Nat Youth E News? - scoutsnyc.com.au/newsletter 

·  The latest Venturer news can be found on vicventurers.com - 
check the Calendar page for the latest calendar of courses, 
events etc and Newsletters page for current/previous issues 
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Another year and yet another fantastic The Murder 
Mystery weekend put on by the Wheelers Hill Rovers. 
 
The Murder Mystery camp is held during September at 
Gilwell Park, Venturers from all across Melbourne come 
for the weekend to join in with the Murder Mystery 
Company for a fun night of dress-ups, dinner, and laughs!  
 
 
 
Each participant is sent a character profile in advance of 
the weekend. They must study, dress and act out that 
character for the night. The aim is to discover who 
committed the murder. The theme this year was 1950's 
movie stars and the event was a glamorous Academy 
Awards ceremony- as glamorous as you can get having to 
make your entrance from tents and a camping area!! 
 
There were characters such as Mickey Rooney, Chico 
Marx, Marlena Dietrich, John Wayne, Grace Kelly, 
Ginger Rogers, Bob Hope and more. All happening in a 
shed, but this never took the shine off the fun.  
 
 
 
The camp is a great place to meet new people and have 
fun with your friends. There is also a scavenger hunt and 
the gauntlet where you can get all muddy and wet. Knox 
has again won the gauntlet trophy for another year. 
  
 
And don't forget the traditional sing along around the 
fire- weather permitting. 
 
The Rovers do a great job of feeding us all- yep 
breakfast, lunch and dinner! So it is an easy camp all way 
round! If you didn’t make it this year – you missed out! 
See you there next year! 
 

Dion Selton, Napier Park Venturer Unit 
 

Editor – congratulations to Wheelers Hill Rovers for a great 
event, and thanks to Dion for the report and photos. 
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JOTA-JOTI 2009 
16-18 October 2009 

SEPTEMBER 24th 2009 
Greetings 
There’s less than one month to go for JOTA-JOTI , 
however don’t panic. JOTA-JOTI not only provides 
Scouts with the opportunity to meet other Scouts online 
or on air, it’s also a real good excuse to make a weekend 
of it. JOTA-JOTI is one of those opportunities for Scouts 
to gather at Patrol, Section, Group, District or Regional 
level.  

 
 

It’s all the same activity, just a difference of scale. 
 
You can use the JOTA-JOTI weekend as a launching pad 
for a whole programme where Scouts can learn, earn 
badges, and have fun. The theme for 2009 is Climate 
Change. 

 
 
By basing programme activities on this theme, you can 
keep Scouts occupied and interested for the weekend. 
 
It’s Not Too Late 
There’s still time. Your most urgent action now is to tell 
people that the event is on, how to get there etc. There are 
many sources of information about JOTA-JOTI, however 
the primary source for Australia is at www.scouts.com.au 
– look under the INTERNATIONAL menu item. This 
site has information and links to information that you will 
need for a successful JOTA-JOTI. 

 
JOTA 
Many people set up for JOTA on Friday night for a 
couple of reasons; the first is so that everything is ready 
for Saturday, and the second is that JOTA-JOTI actually 
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commences at midnight Friday, local time. I believe that 
in the past, a Midnight Net was conducted to start things 
off. So on Friday 16th October, at midnight local time, 
give a call on 3.650 MHz. Or give me an Echolink shout 
on VK6SH. I guess that means we hold three nets, or one 
long one, to accommodate all three timezones. 

 
JOTI 
The same start time applies, however we should 
remember that the Kiwis will have already started, and 
anyone is welcome to go online early. Try to encourage 
your youth members to find someone to talk to who is not 
physically in the same room. 

 
You’d be surprised to see how often that happens. 
 
You also need to provide adequate supervision. Poor 
behaviour online may result in your whole group being 
banned. If such a thing happens, locate an online 
operator, (their nickname has “@” in front of it), and find 
out what the problem was, deal with the problem, then 
advise the operator that you’ve dealt with the offending 
person(s), and the ban will be lifted. If you don’t have 
any luck, look for Australian operators Jabiru, Rama, 
Fridge who can assist you. Talk with them by using the 
command /query nickname (substitute their nickname) 
and a private chat window will open. 
 
Otherwise send an email to joti@scoutlink.net.au for 
help. 
 
REGISTRATION – FOR JOTA AND JOTI 
The global registration system is now open. The address 
is www.jotajoti.org 
 
This site provides more than registration. You can search 
for people to talk to, and find out how you may contact 
them. Each Group registered may create a BLOG of their 
activity, complete with photos. What a great way to share 
your JOTA-JOTI experience. I encourage every group, 
whether doing JOTA or JOTI or both, to register 
BEFORE the event. 
 
There may also be a requirement to register or report 
your activity at Branch or Regional level. I encourage 
you to comply with that as well as using the global 
registration. Remember, leaders that you don’t have to do 
it all. Find someone who will share the load. Youth 
members can handle the registration and BLOG for you. 
 

 
 
JOTA-JOTI BADGE 
The JOTA-JOTI Badge is in stock now at your 
State/Regional supplier. 
 
Arrangements vary between Branches – look out for 
news from your Branch/Region. 
 

PARTICIPATION CARDS 
The artwork is available on the national website for 
download. 
 
THE NATIONAL ADDRESS 
The Governor General has recorded an address to Scouts 
and Guides for JOTA-JOTI. 
This address is broadcast at 1300 LOCAL TIME on the 
Saturday on Amateur Radio frequencies determined by 
your local JOTA-JOTI coordinators. The recording 
(MP3) is available for download from one week before 
JOTA-JOTI for those who wish to broadcast or simply 
play it to their local audience. All Scouts and Guides 
should be given the opportunity to listen to the speech. 
You will find the recording on the JOTA-JOTI section of 
the National Website. 
Good luck with JOTA-JOTI. I hope that Scouts of all 
ages in your group will enjoy the weekend. Please 
remember to register, take plenty of photos, and complete 
your weblog after the event. 
 
Bob Bristow, JOTA-JOTI Coordinator, Scouts Australia 
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Leadership Course (Killer Klowns)– November 20-
22nd @ Healesville. 

Killer Klowns in Healesville!!!!  
The annual Killer Klowns from Outer Space Leadership 
Course hosted by Yarra Valley Region leaders pitches its 
giant circus tent of mayhem at Healesville on November 
20th-22nd for another year. 
Applications have already been received but there are 
some space left. Come and be a graduate for the Yarra 
Valley Klown Academy. 
Venturers get to experience a range of activities based 
around Leadership styles, Communication, Planning and 
organising, Effective speaking, Decision making and Self 
management. Venturers are able to try out their newly 
developed skills in a variety of situations including some 
great project management activities like designing the 
Association PR Van as well as running around the the 
bush playing an inspiring version of 'follow the leader'. 
(Squeezing through trees and under cars is amazing fun 
apparently) 
  
Highlights of the weekend include meeting a tonne of 
cool new people, seeing the Killer Klowns from Outer 
Space movie (a cult classic), earning the elite "Cant sleep 
Klowns will eat me" t-shirt and enjoying the formal 
dinner where everyone had a good laugh at all the 
pictures taken over the day. 
 
Nearly everyone from the course will be catching up at 
VG to relive the highlights of the river crossings, leeches, 
mad stretcher making skills and of course the 
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phenomenon of midnight Klown dancing..... So don't 
delay in applying today. 
 
Contact Calum Dyer ph 0418 501 561 or 
slade_1@tpg.com.au 
 
 
Relay 4 Life on 14th/15th  Nov. 
Caitlin Parsons and Pippa Wiener (the plastic suit girls) 
are inviting you to attend and participate in the 
Castlemaine 2009 Relay 4 Life on 14th/15th  Nov. 
 
Relay4Life is run by the Cancer Council, in an effort to 
raise funds for cancer research, education and support. 
The Relay4Life has been running for 10 years in many 
towns across Australia, but this will be the first event in 
Castlemaine. Victorian Venturers have the opportunity to 
make a splash and outnumber everyone else there! The 
Venturers already have their own team, to walk laps 
around an oval for 20 hours -relaying to fight against 
cancer.  
 
Caitlin and Pippa have taken on the job of co-catering 
managers, and would LOVE heaps of Venturers to come 
and help us cater for the Event-a chance to show just 
what Venturers can do. We are running a Safe Food 
Handlers Course at the Castlemaine Scout Hall on the 
10th October for all those Venturers wanting to help with 
the Catering job (we have organized with the trainer for a 
discounted price of only $50 pp instead of the usual $85).  
 

**If you attend both Events (food handlers and the 
Relay) you could achieve either pursuits 1 or 20 

hours service** 
 

This is a great way to knock over some Queen Scout 
work while having enormous amounts of FUN! 
·  Since the aim of the Relay 4 Life is to raise money, 

it would be great if everyone could help 
fundraise, you don’t have to go out and make 
millions, just ask around for some donations, 
because every little bit counts! 

 
·  The Relay starts at 7pm on Saturday the 14th of 

November and finishes at 3 pm on Sunday the 
15th of November. 
 

·  registration is $15pp which can be paid online on 
our team site which can be found at 
http://victoria.relayforlife.org.au/home.html by 
looking for the Castlemaine Relay, then 
searching for ‘Venturers’ 

 
Hope to see you all there! If you want any more 
information or you’d like to express your wishes to 
attend,  Email Pippa and Caitlin on  

catering.venturers@gmail.com 
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14th November 2009 Try Dives - Ballarat 
12th December 2009 – Group Boat Dive  
6th February 2010 Group Shore Dive 
27th/28th February 2010 - Try Dives At “Anything Goes”  
- Drouin  
21st March 2010 – Try Dives Sunbury 
10th/11th April Scuba Camp Mornington Peninsula 
26th June – Try Dives 
16th October – Try Dives 
 
Open Water & Advanced Open Water courses are run on a 
regular basis. 

Or 
If you have a large group who wish to do a Try Dive 

then give Scout Scuba a call 
 
Bruce Ellis 
abc.venturers@vicscouts.asn.au  or work 54282669 
Trevor Clark 
trclark@ssc.net.au  or mobile    0408035511    
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Vic Gathering 50th Anniversary  
·  To mark the 50th Anniversary of VG / MG we are 

holding a 'battle of the bands' 
·  Prizes on offer! - More details to follow. 
·  Check the vicgathering.asn.au website - as more 

details become available. 
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Of Substance covers the latest Australian news and 
research on alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. It is 
essential reading for organisations and individuals who 
provide services to those affected by substance use. 
Current & back issues are at vicventurers.com, or use 
ofsubstance.org.au to search for various topics in back 
issues. 

In this issue - October 2009 Vol. 7 No. 4  
·  Guest Editorial  
·  Research Digest: Maverick marketing  
·  Research Digest: Regulating prescribers  
·  Research Digest: Monitoring opioid users  
·  From happy hour to hospital  
·  Violence & vomit: Reclaiming city streets  
·  Policing behaviour in and around licensed premises  
·  Cocaine & ATS on the rise  
·  Celebrating the sector: The 2009 National Drug and Alcohol Awards  
·  Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence: An everyday hero: Ian 

Webster  
·  Honour Roll: Outstanding service: Barry Evans and David Hill  
·  Excellence in Law Enforcement: Enforcing harm minimisation  
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·  Excellence in Media Reporting: Remote work inspires journalist  
·  Excellence in Prevention and Community Education: Stepping up to 

AOD challenges  
·  Excellence in Treatment and Support: Consistency of care  
·  Excellence in Research: Tools to unlock comorbidity  
·  Excellence in School Drug Education: A focus on peer leadership  
·  Excellence in Services to Young People: Residential rescue for youth  
·  Dramatic shift in drinking attitudes  
·  Drowning in red tape: NGOs’ burden of compliance  
·  Cutting through to our core business  
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The Winter issue of the Bogong Bulletin is out now! 
 
Download it from:  
http://www.bogongroverchalet.org.au/downloads/bulletin/
bogongBulletinIssue63.pdf 
 
The Bogong Rover Chalet is finishing it's winter season 
with the final Winter Party, a Snow Venture, underway 
now. 
 
Soon we will be open for Summer Bookings, we open 
Melbourne Cup weekend.  If your after a great crew 
weekend away or planning a ramble through the 
Victorian Alps, come along to the Bogong Rover Chalet. 
Summer activities include: 
o    Bushwalking 
o    Mountain Biking 
o    Fishing 
o    Boating on Rocky Valley Lake 
o    Rock Climbing 
o    Abseiling 
o    Cycling 
o    Rafting, Canoeing and Kayaking 
o    Horse Riding 
o    Winery & Brewery Tours 
The Bogong High Plains Road is now sealed from Falls 
Creek through to Shannonvale which brings everything 
closer to the Chalet. 
 
Coming Events: 
Alpine Rover Crew and Bogong Chalet Management 
Group Annual General Meeting Wednesday 14thth 
October from 8pm @ Victorian Rover Centre 
 
YIR 
Luke Moore 
Alpine Rover Crew Chairman 
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 Revisiting the series of articles printed in the September 2004 issue - 
valuable information that is still relevant! 

 
 
Continuing a series of articles, reprinted with the 

approval of the author, Peter Thomas.  
 

Peter was  the Venturer Leader at Otway Sea 
Venturers, Lake Tuggeranong Sea Scouts, and 

Chair of Scouts ACT’s Bushwalking Committee, 
Yerrabi.  

 
We are thankful for the opportunity to reprint these 
articles, the copyright of which remains with Peter.  

 
The ACT Branch is in the process of publishing 

these articles in book format. 
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When Baden-Powell first published the Scouting for Boys 
pamphlets, it was reported that “gangs of boys formed 
themselves into patrols and roamed the country side 
looking for good deeds to perform.  The air was full of 
the smoke from their campfires and even the trees in 
Hyde Park were cut down to make their tent poles.”  If 
anyone were to do that sort of environmental damage 
today, it would be damned on the front page of every 
newspaper in the country. 
 
Yet Scouts still tramp through the bush in large numbers, 
sit around traditional campfires swapping stories, burn 
logs because “it’s only dead wood”, hack at trees with 
their penknives because they’re bored, leave rubbish 
behind because “it’s biodegradable” and dig trenches 
around their tents so the environment doesn’t get in.  
Scouts are far from being the only ones who do such 
things but they do have the highest profile and, yes, there 
is no doubt that the only way for people to learn to 
appreciate the environment is to get them out into it. 
 
Legislation is being passed through the parliaments of 
our country everyday to limit where we can go, how 
many can go and what we can do if we get there.  Why?  
Because if the people won’t protect their natural treasures 

then the National Parks Services, through legislation, 
will.  That’s why they exist. 
 
If we are to live up to the tenth Scout Law, we have to 
turn around our reputation and start setting the 
benchmarks for environmental policy.  We’ve got to stop 
cutting the trees down in Hyde Park. 



Minimal Impact 
(Tread the wild exquisite) 

 
We live in an incredibly ecologically rich and 
environmentally diverse part of the world.  We can 
participate in almost the entire spectrum of adventurous 
activities without travelling any great distances from our 
front doors.  However, the question of whether we can 
survive in the wildernesses outside our front doors is no 
longer as important as whether the wildernesses can 
survive us.  We have to learn to understand, appreciate 
and conserve our natural environment if we are to 
continue doing the activities we love. 
 
 

NUMBERS 
As well as being unwieldy, large parties can cause 
extensive environmental damage in sensitive areas by 
their very presence unless they are on well-defined tracks 
(e.g. a fire trail) and use well-established campsites.  It is 
best to divide a large party into two smaller groups and 
separate them by time (e.g. a different weekend) or 
distance (e.g. another part of the park) so as to minimise 
impact and to give the system a chance to recover. 
�  In a designated wilderness area, the maximum 

number in a party should be eight. 
�  In other areas where firetrails or established tracks 

and gazetted or established campsites are to be 
used, the maximum number of participants should 
be no more than twelve. 

�  Where there is a track it should be used and kept 
to.  Cutting corners and detouring around puddles 
or mud spreads the scarring and increases erosion. 

�  Where there isn’t a track, spread out to lessen the 
impact. 
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FIRES 

Campfires impact upon the environment.  They cause 
scarring of campsites and extensive damage and loss of 
wildlife when they escape to become bushfires.  Plants 
such as Snow Gums, coastal heath and alpine heath are 
killed by campfires and may take many years to 
regenerate.  Dead and fallen timbers provide habitat for 
small animals and insects essential to the ecology of the 
environment.  In alpine areas where the growing season 
is short, such habitats are only replaced slowly.  If the 
ground is made up of a deep layer of litter or peat (i.e. 
Kosciuszko alpine areas or Tasmanian wilderness) a fire 
can smoulder underground and cause extensive damage 
through wildfire escapes months after the campfire was 
extinguished.  Fuel stoves are cleaner, faster, easier to use 
and safer than cooking fires. 
�  ALL participants should comply with local fire 

regulations and must be aware of the current local 
fire conditions.  Contact the local fire authority 
before the walk. 

�  Only fuel stoves should be used for cooking. 
�  If you must have a fire, keep it as small as 

possible.  Don’t build rock rings around it. 
�  Use an existing fireplace rather than creating a new 

one.  Dismantle fireplaces before you leave. 
�  Fuel for fires should be from supplied stocks or by 

using minimal amounts of fallen timber. 
�  No fires should be lit in a designated wilderness 

area unless an emergency or a life-threatening 
situation exists. 

�  Fires are never to be lit above the tree line or in 
designated Fuel Stove Only areas. 

�  No naked flame, including stoves or cigarettes, 
should be lit during days of Total Fire Ban or 
during days of obvious fire danger.  (i.e. hot and/or 
dry, windy conditions.) 

 

CAMPSITES 
Even a small group of people can cause damage in a 
small area by camping there.  The use of trenches, 
hipholes, fern beds, etc. is unnecessary and damaging.  
Constantly wearing walking boots over the same piece of 
ground can cause compaction of the soil. 
�  New campsites should to be at least 30 metres 

away from watercourses and tracks and no trace of 
them should be left upon departure. 

�  A maximum of two nights only should be spent at 
any new campsite. 

�  Appropriate sleeping accommodation should be 
carried.  Tents should have tent poles and 
waterproof flooring. 

�  Foam or inflatable sleeping mats should be used so 
as to spread the impact of a reclining body evenly 
across the ground. 

�  Trenches should not to be dug for any reason. 
�  “Soft” shoes (e.g. sneakers) should be carried and 

used around the campsite. 

�  Flora and fauna should not be disturbed in any 
way. 

 

DOMESTICS 
The greatest damage to the environment occurs through 
poor toilet, washing and hygiene practices.  Many of the 
lakes and streams of Kosciuszko National Park are 
infested with the Giardia parasite and there are very few 
streams, rivers or lakes in New South Wales or Victoria 
that the water can be safely drunk from.  The use of water 
filters or purification tablets is now standard practice.  
Detergents, toothpaste and soap (even biodegradable 
types) can kill fish and other waterlife.  Unnaturally high 
and unbalanced animal populations are the result of 
bushwalker’s food.  Apple trees, orange trees, blackberry, 
rosehip and other exotic plants have been introduced into 
wilderness areas because the uneatable/indigestible parts 
have been buried or thrown away because “they are 
biodegradable”. 
 
�  Where there is a toilet, it should be used.  No 

matter what condition it is in. 
�  Where there are no toilets, fecal waste and toilet 

paper should be buried in a hole between 10 and 15 
centimetres deep in the soil and at least 100 metres 
away from campsites and watercourses. 

�  Use non-bleached biodegradable toilet paper only.  
Consider carrying used paper out. 

�  Sanitary pads, tampons and condoms must be 
carried out. 

�  ALL rubbish must be carried out.  Consider 
carrying out any rubbish other people may have 
left behind 

�  Campsites must be kept in a clean condition.  All 
food should be covered and/or put away. 

�  Food scraps, food containers and packaging must 
be carried out. 

�  Washing (personal and/or gear) should be carried 
out at least 50 metres from streams or lakes. 
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 Region Council Dates 
South Metro :- 2nd Thursday   Hoadley :-       4th Wednesday   Yarra Valley :-  4th Thursday 
Eastern Region :-  7/2, 2/5, 18/7 & 24/10 Geelong :-       1st Sunday (except school holidays) 
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Receptions have been developed for recently appointed 
Leaders to meet and network with members of Branch 
and Region support teams, to understand the support 
available, and gain an overview of the Scout Centres.  

 
 

The first reception was held successfully on Wednesday 
29th April at the Victorian Scout Centre, and the second 
on Tuesday 30th June at the Western Scout Centre. 
 

Once again, a successful evening. 
 
The reception process will be now be reviewed by the Region 
Commissioners at the July Branch Management Council, and 
the Branch Commissioners at their August Council, to 
determine how we schedule future receptions, in particular for 
country locations. If you have any thoughts how this is best 
offered to new leaders, please forward your ideas to 
greg.mcdougall@vicscouts.asn.au. 
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RISK AVOIDANCE 
Identify the risk and possibly decide not to do the activity 

– in this instance, do not launch. 
 

 
RISK ACCEPTANCE  
Understand what the risk is, 
but go ahead any way – in 
this instance, know the 
dangers of smoking and 
extinction, but smoke 
anyway. 
 

And finally, there is 
Risk Reduction 

reducing the possible 
outcomes of an incident by 

taking preventative action. 
 

It’s OK to take some risk.“ 
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Does everyone in your CRUNIT 
have an opportunity to See/Read 
INTERCHANGE each month? 

 

Why not suggest they check this 
list off as they pass it on. 

UNIT 
CHAIRMAN  

CREW 
LEADER 

VENTURER 

LEADER 
ROVER 

ADVISER 

SECRETARY SECRETARY 

TREASURER TREASURER 

- - - - - - 

- - - - - - 

 

�/
/���
��
�
������
��
�����
��3�����
����/�?
��

� �

����
��
������?
	�-4�--
:��6?
)% �@55<�@
+����
���
%&&'  

GROUP 

LEADER 
GROUP 

LEADER #��6
�//��/
��
������@�� �
/����
%&&)
C
3���������� />��
  

FINALLY , 
THE UNIT 
LIBRARY 

FINALLY , 
THE CREW 
LIBRARY 
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